To prove his first position?that, if insanity depends upon any organic lesion of the encephalon, we are as yet completely ignorant as to wherein this lesion consists?he takes a review of the numerous morbid changes which have been described by various writers on the subject, and shews how utterly discordant are their opinions and assertions upon the subject in question. For A young married lady, who had been the ornament of the society in the capital, retired with her husband into a sequestered part of the country, where, there being little to occupy her mind or feelings, she passed much of her time in bed and inactivity. After a nervous attack, her mind seemed to be much shaken ; she was haunted with the fears of religion and believed that she was eternally lost. She was put on a mild unirritating diet and gradually recovered. Soon afterwards, however, she was seized with violent palpitations of the heart, for which leeches were applied on the precordial region. She became more and more restless, and all her former fears returned with double force. Although she had received absolution from her confessor, she did not believe that her sins had been forgiven. Some We might have selected other cases, related by M. Leuret, in which the insanity had been of longer duration, and was more confirmed than in any that we have given. But these will suffice to illustrate his method of treating some of its numerous forms, and to show how much may be done by the firm adoption of a judicious moral regimen in cases, where the mental disturbance is not accompanied with any bodily disorder.
